Histoire de BoileansdNnb

Author's notes;

I was requested last march to record the history of the municipality
of Boileau and at the same time that of the Township of Ponsonby
within the scope of the activities surrounding its 125th anniversary. |
immediately accepted since | realized it was a fine way to strengthen
my ties with this beautiful environment.

| have been living in Boileau for almost forty years, first as a
vacationist and since 1987 as a resident even though | am often called
uponto travel throughout the province for my profession.

Upon reading the first documents | noticed that in 1911 we were over 500 inhabitants while in the
1980's we had dropped to half that number. Even during the 1940's, the surrounding communities
looked ypon Boileau as a village in full development. This puzzled me and | oriented my research
in view of understanding the reason for this important drop in population.

Based upon legal documents stories that have lasted over the years and sometimes touching
evidence loaded with emotion, | have been able to foresee and even to live again these almost
forgotten times. | would like today to share with you the precious gift randivieel opportunity

to meet these men and women who have made possible tteiefabbthis history. Despite the

critical and methodical aspect of my work, | hope that these historical facts will entertain you and
that you will enjoy reading them as much as | was delighted in writing them.

It has been a privilege to write thisjgebsince | was alie meet marvellous people who so
kindly helped me during the pains taking wook of this task

Nadine Proulx
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With the Passing Seasons
1795

Despite what anyone may think the county of Ponsonby is over 200 years old. In fact, under th
orders of his excellency, Lord Guy Dorchester, Governor of Quebec from 1768 to 1778 and from
1785 to 1795, the surveyors have drawn aah#ge counties of a section of Lower Canada. It
already includedthe countyof Ponsonby surrounded by known nsmsach as Arundel and
Ambherst and other forgotten, such as Norfolk and Caermarthen

N. B. i Mapdsns /(t';;-..u" it

As it appears, the place (Ponsonby) could have been named after a town in Cumberland county in
England.. or probably Dborrowed f r otocraticBrishpat r o

family that for a long period monopolized the Irish goverAment

ut

1 Canada collections microfiche / 57718
2Toponymy Commission Canada
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/ndian Stories from 1818 to 1898

At the beginning of colonization, following the example of other regions of Quebec, the county of
Ponsonby has known the presencenaitize population in its environment.

Jocko Commandant of the Iroquois tribe originating from Quebec was the first to settle on the
islands of the lake in 1818. He died on Indian Island and his son, Joseph, became chief of the band.

The tribe then splinto two clans. Joseph and his crowd remain on Indian Island while the other
family set up on Hamilton Bay. The two colonies were located too close to each other and due to
the increase of population and the shortage of trapping territory, a quaplelctbdletween the

two groups and it lead to a battle on Bloody Point in 1855.

An undefined number of Indians perished in this battle and because of the war already in progress
between the Iroquois of Lake Commandant and the Algonquians of the Rouge Remetion
was made of the battle to preserve the dignity of the tribe.

Joseph died in 1864 and for lack of a son his daughter became chief of the tribe.

In 1869 Michel Commandant together with his colony settled in Pike Creek territory and it is said
for sure that they took an active part in the battle of Lake Nominingue that put an end to the war
between the Algonquians and the Iroquois.

Following disease that occurred at that time which proved fatal to several Indians, Michel died in
1898 at the Bluebry Falls on the Rouge River, survived by his wife ant child.

ut

3 Extract from a study carried out bysNRoberta Evan, Messrs JEeamncois Briere and Marc Desjardins in 1985
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In oder to promote colonization, a law was passed in

Collections Canada,
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) 1840, to authorize the sale of land plots issued from
o crown property. From then on, the forestry industry

< did no longer eny the same control over lumber

cutting. On a map showing the postal road at the time
it is already possible to see the important road
originating in Papineauville and heading north. Could
that have been the origin of the road out of Notre
Dame de la Paheading towards Lake Papineau ?
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1876, Proclamation of the Township

Anyone could settle on crown land by means of a renting ticket, or certain squatting rights. About
30 families were already living in Ponsonby.

But who were these first colonists ? What was their motivatiamé of his promotional texts,
Curé Labelle depicted the profile of the people who were to settle in the northern counties.

1. It may be the small farmer who only owns a tract of land of a small size, or of mediocre quality as we can see
s0 many in our old parishes. They wonld all become settlers if they only were aware of the good fortunes

awaiting them in the northern counties.

2. 1t is the poor worker from the cities or the country who, in order to survive for himself and his family can only
depend upon the meager pay for his labonr. 1t is very hard to find oneself so tied down to such unrewarding
task without any hope of improving ones' position. It is hopeless for the poor daily labourer. . ..

RS

I#'s the father who can not establish bis son close to bhim. In the old parishes, the farms for sale are rare and
are often quite highly priced, but why would not the father sell his property ¢ With the amount paid for the
Sarm be conld settle himself and bis sons on new land which within two or three years wonld have provided
well being, if not a fortune.

4. 1t is the farmer's son who cannot advantageously settle nearby bis parents. He has to move away. Why
wonld he go to the United States, consuming bis youth, looking for a fortune always out of reach ¢ If his
heart is full of conrage and by the strength of his arms let him grab an axe and go deep into the forest on these
good lands awaiting to be cleared to be later covered with rich crops. Each lot holds a treasure for he who
knows how to discover it. The settler works for himself and at home, depending only on himself, his will and

his conrage.

5. Even still quite young, certain ones were leaving to seek adventure.

“"When my grand father left Montreal he was 16. He arrvived at ake Commandant two days later with his horse and
cart. There was a place fitted out for pioneers to park their vehicles since the rood ended there: they could then proceed

4
on horse back'.

4 Extract from sound recordings by Mr. Adam Linton 1985
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- 4 The roads ended near Lake Papineau and no
bridges had yet been constructed over the Rouge
River. It cou be crossed by means of small boats

or by some makeshift ferry boats. Transportation

of goods was pains taking and quite often the land
clearers had to wait until the lakes and rivers froze
over instead of using these crafts.

" Sometimes, travellers coming from Calumet followed  the
road all the way to McVicar's at Rivington to spend the
night there. The next morning they would go up the Rouge
River in order to pass the signal to the McIntoch fanily on
the other bank. They would blow a horn hanging on a tree

and from then they would cross over by pulling on some kind

of barge ."”
Mr. E.B. Meyer on the barge The menu often included deer meat, wild meat and
of Lac Papinean fish. However, it was often necessary to go

shopping. At first the settlers often had to carry on
their backs their suppliesught in Calumet or in surrounding areas. Sometime later a small store
had been built at the other end of the lake and anyone could reach it by canoe.

" My aunt Lina who worked for E.B. Meyer would take the barge once a week to fetch food, bags of flour or sugar

and this took nine miles to travel" ©

Most constructions were built out of square logs hewn by hand. Certain inhabitants were well
known and hired for their talent as carpenters. In those times, may buildings looked alike. By
comparing the ft catholic school of Boileau and the first church of Gramont we can easily deduct
both buildings had been built by the same carpenter.

" My grandfather, Chapman Mapp, was hired to construct the barn located behind the Auberge du Lac. 1t was

"7

entirely built out of square logs hewn by hand. He later built several around the lake.

5 Extracted from the historical book about the inhabitants of Papineau Lake written by Mrs. Faith E. Fransham
¢ Extracted fromaund recording by Mr. Willie John Mapp, 1985.
7 Extracted from the testimony by Mr. Etienne Maynard, 2007.
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Constructions were progressing at a fast pace. But prior to a family being the owner of a crown lot,
the pioneers had to fulfill several conditions. Following are a fewesxaxtrpicted from a
publicity pamphlet issued by the Ministry of Colonization.

SALES CONDITIONS FOR LOTS

In the Ottawa county the price for land
was set at 30 cents an acre. An ordinary
included 100 acres. The price was paya
in five equal payments, the first at the tim
of sale and the four others annually wit
the interest rate of 6 %.

The sale of the lot was dooaeder the
following conditions:

The buyer must take possession of the lal
during the six months following theedaf
sale, must build on it a house fit to live ir
measuring 20' x 16', and occupy it himsg
or by others for at least two years an
within four years cultivate it. Part of the
clearing had to be done each year.

As long as the buyer had not satidfied
purchase conditions, he could only cy
wood for clearing land, heating, erectin
buildings and fences. Any wood cut wit
disregard to this condition would be
considered cut without permit on publig
land.

The patent letters would in no case b
issued por to the expiration of two years
of occupancy and not before having
fulfilled all agreed conditions.

Furthermore, should the land be located |
an area under licence to cut wood or in
region falling under the authority of thg
mining act, the settleraw bound to
conform with the dispositions of the law
covering forests, mines and fishing

OTHER OBLIGATIONS AS
REQUIRED BY LAW

Within fifteen days following the first yes
past the renting ticket date, the purchaser
required to furnish to the agentperson a
sworn statement on the approved for
stating that up to that date all conditio
stated on the renting ticket had been cart
out. A similar statement must be submitt
at the end of each subsequent year unti
the necessary work requiredisue of the
patent letters had been completed. Fadling
provide such statement, the agent wo
issue to the purchaser a form to be filled ¢
and returned within 30 days. If not it wou
appear from the statement that the requi
conditions had notbeen fulfilled and
consequently the sale was by right voig
with confiscation to the benefit or the crow
which included any payments already m4
the buildings erected and any improveme
made on the farm. Without prejudice to tl
privilege of the mister to cancel the sale :
any time in case of fraud, abuse or due to
error in carrying out conditions 1282a,1287

No sale was to be made outside of Ia
classified as suitable for colonization un
the provisions of law 4 Ed. VII, ch. 13: |
the neantime the agents were authorized
sell any ground suitable for cultivating al
about which there arose no possibility of g
conflict. 1288b

ut
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1880

The first official census of Ponsonby, showed that 65 families were recorded, 60 % of which were
Anglophones. They originated from Irelg®cdptland, England, Belgium and of course Quebec.
Most were leaving Montreal after a short stay or were coming from surroundings like Montebello
and Calumet.

In 1878, our land age
A.B. Filion was living i

Grenville which partiall
explains why many e
coming from that
neighbourhood. Th
photograph shows Cur
Labelle in the center a

Arthur Buies at th

extreme  right.  Cur
Labelle was trying to slo
down the exodus of ou
young people. Th
adventures of one of o

first settlers is a typical exampie Perpétus Poissant alias Boileau was marrietlanisste

Gonzague with Miss Lefevbre. They settled in the county of Ponsonby around 1880. Their land was
near Ragged Chute and out of their home they made a small general store and a postloffice name
Boileau which opened from 1881 to 1888. That family was very active within the community as

vouched by the parish records.

Archives Canada

" Upon his visit to Ponsonby in 1883, Mgr. Dubamel, found a tiny chapel standing on a piece of land given by
M. Boilean, located alongside the River Maskinongé. He agreed to the location and accepted the donation "'

But for reasons unknown to us, the new arrivals settled closer to the present location of Boileau. In
1887 a request had been made for the church to be ldcstdto the village. Boileau was
opposed to it. This must have caused certain friction in the community. As a result, the Boileau
family and its 10 children moved out to the United States in 1883. Their descendants still live there
today. We owe therhd name of our municipality which was changed to Boileau in 1993

8 Extract from Ottawa diocese
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In 1882 group of residents decided to establish the municipality of Ponsonby unfortunately we have
very little information regarding the subject since all pertinent documents were Hgstrimesth

1927. One of the first mayors was Mr. James Shea from 1888 to 1890 and his secretaries were
Mr. M. G. Blackhall and Mr. Onésime Chamberot.

Some hamlets were already taking shape, among them Boileau, Brookdale, Gramont, Vernet and
Rockwa Valley. A post office was established in each one of them. General stores, sawmills, cheese
factories and a blacksmith were available to serve the community. There were three churches, one
Catholic, one Anglican and one Methodist. The pastors astdcpriee to serve the community

only three or four times a year.

Between 1881 and 1890, 67 lots had been sold. This is equivalent to approximately 31 % of the
territory inhabited today. The first years were surely very difficult. Upon reading tleedrdsal

of the parish, it appears that two children out of three died before age two. A sad picture reflecting
the living conditions.

According to their purchase contract, the owners had to clear 10 % of their land to support their
family and the farm. @oary to the other regions, Ponsonby had not been cleared. Besides the
construction of the house and the buildings, the inhabitants had to clear the land. This included
enormous pine trees to be cut and then carried to the middle of the field tee8eTdus was a

long drawrout job and very tiring.

"A few months of work still suffice to clear a few acres that will be sowed in the spring and will be covered in the fall
with nice vegetables and grain. The crop will increase steadily year after year as the land clearing increases: the settler

Jound more than his needs and that of his cattle"®

9 From a publicity pamphlet of Curé Labelle
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1890

It can be noticed that 10 years later the number of families had dropped going from 65 to 58 for a
total of 301 inhabitants. The Francophones,rdmesented 55 % of the population.

Even if the families were getting larger, only one of them had benefitted from the Government Aid
Program, for the allocation of free land, to families numbering 12 or more living children.

In 1890 the Honoré Mercigovernment noted that, " It was suitable following the example of past
centuries to express consideration for fertility and the sacred bond of matrimony," by passing a law
which freely allotted a hundred acres of public land to the parents of tinglvehiidren born in
legitimate marriage. This program ended in"1905.

Ponsonby was and still is today recognized for its landscape of rocks and mountains. Some have
abandoned their lands for the price of the taxes. Each owner was to pay aboutid dollars
municipal taxes yearly.

Toward 1893895 a large fire burned on almost all the north western part of the territory. A road
was even nametkwin du Bruké following
the event!

"Yes, I remember. I was very small. My father and
I had run ont two miles to clear the fire. Al
buildings has been burned except an old log house.
There were old bags of rough linen in the attic that
were all burned up but not the house... if was no

Jfun in those times ni2

We can see on this photo of the hamlef o
Brookdalethe extent of the damage the f"'e Photo furnished by Mr. Harold Linton
brought about.

Ut

10 National archivébrary ]
11Today it's the Brookdale road starting atdineer of Montée Gramont towardEBShile.
12Extract from a sound recording by Mr. Michel Molly, 1985
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1900910

With unending courage and labour the pioneers now had large pastures and herds. The vegetable
gardens were becoming more and more productive. Each one owned their own team of horses, a
few cavs, sheep and pigs.

In 1901 there were 82 homes and fewer new immigrants in Ponsonby but instead the offsprings
were taking their place.

In 1901 there were three schools, one in Boileau, one in Brookdale and another in Gramont at the
corner of chemin Bleau and Cross Lake Road on the hill at Mr. Simards, as the older ones named
it. Sometime later a fourth school was built near Montée Major. Difficult conditions, long distances
to negotiate on foot, the cold, the snow and the chores on the farnt, soatiatithe children's
presence was somewhat sporadic. It was often only around the age of 14 that they would finish their
third grade.

" We were going to school in Boileau on foot, 1 believe, in small rubber boots and then we made onrselves some
scarves. .. As for myself; 1 started to go to school in the old Boileau schools, built out of round logs. It was straight off;
not for from Rolland Charron's, alongside the rise. I started during the month of May. In those days, they were sending
the children to school for a couple of months in the spring to get then accustomed for the fall. "' **

Naturally we cannot mention the years-1916 without mentioning the war. The only influence

we must notice on our documents in the census of 1911 where the ce@®naMrCoursolle

had crossed out all the occupation titles of the young men to replace them with the mention, son of
a farmer. Those farmers to be, were therefore not required to go to war. Further more, between
1901 and 1910 more than the third otdnetory had been sold.

ut

13Extract from sound recording by Mrs. Valentine Charron Currie, 1985
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1920

People were not rich, nevertheless in can be said that the times were comfortable. Products of the
farm were enough to feed the family

and even more. During the winter

the men worked six days a week on

a worksite They left on Sunday on

foot to come back on Saturday
afternoon, for a salary of about 1.00

$ a day. The younger ones, even the

girls, went to work as helpers or

daily workers.

« I left school during the third year and in
winter, I went to work in the forest to strip
the bark off the logs. 1 was about 11 and 1

did that until I was marvied »"

Photo furnished by Mrs. Clandette Ouellette

The river Maskinongé was long uged
for log rafting (drive). The long journgy
of the logs started at Lake Labellelfall
the way down to the Rouge River. QI
winter long the wood was piled on tfe
river bank to be launched after the |lce
thawed. The Ragged Chute was alwdys a
dangerous site for the drivers. It is daid
that two of them who died on the |
are buried on the banks. Very often :
there were ice jams fongi and S \_\: :
caursing floods reaching far into tjpe Ragged Chute
land. It was in 1935, that a decision was

made to dynamite the falls to facilitate the log transportation.

14 Extract from sound recording by Mrs. Violet (Albert) Ward Meyer, 1985
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"As I remember, they were bringing the animals for the men in the woods. I remember seeing Alexc Wilson coming

along with his cows, bringing them to the camp. There was one for milking and

one for beef to feed the men. 1t was a good crew to work with. Désiré Godin was the cook™*

It was possible to acquire almost anything in Ponsonby, but sometirmasé becessary to go
shopping out of the way, as iFR&mMi or Namur. One could go on horse back, on foot or even by
bike. This last means of transport was not the first choice, since most roads were made out of fine
sand.

" Ab! The bikes, 1 took some bad falls. In those days, in order to brake, one had to put his foot on the frame next to
the wheel. That is the may we used to brake, the boot on the tire. Once, 1 was coming from Namur, however, having
done it so many times, and the roads in those days were far from being what they are now... Coming down the hill the
road turned sharply in  the next direction. Down I came, then I got my foot in position. 1 didn't know what the devil
happened. 1 think, I must have been riding faster than I thought, I conld not handle it ! I reached the bottom and not
having ever come that way before, I plowed through hazelnut brush and 1 hit an embankment and landed among
rocks at least 10 feet away. That time, 1 really hurt myself M

But with all the Saturday evening daitogas easy to forget any small mishap.

"Ab ! at Rolland Desjardins, we never went there only to dance once. Ob yes, there was another old house where the

Jloor was continuonsly moving. We went to dance and we brought onr hammer and nails to repair the floor." *'

All the roads we use today were already made in those days and even more. The Gramont cul de sac
had been extended up to Namur. It was named chemin Lavigueur. This patronymic came from a
family living there. The present road leading to Ndithurot exist then, except for a small trail

going through a swamp by means of a small cordory road.

Starting on the Cross Lake Road, one could go to Montebello by using the chemin Bourassa. It was
further possible to go all the way to Lac des Plagey/mf Montée Major.-B€mi was easily

accessible in winter by going by Lac Libersant. To go to Huberdeau, there was a road starting at the
Ragged Chute, then along Lac au Loup and ending near Mr. McArthur's place, near the limit of both
counties

15 Extract fron sound recordings by Mr. Isaraél Forget, 1985
16 Extract from sound recordings by Mr. Bob Currie, 1985
17 Extract from sound recordings by Mrs. Réisea Leblanc Gagné, 1985
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Eachowner had to maintain his front road, in the narrowest part of the lot. For the montées,
perpendicular to the lots, the work was shared among the owners.

One inspector was designated for each road to verify if all the work was correctly performed and he
was further in charge of the winter work. Addionally, there was an agricutural inspector, a chief

inspector and three evaluators. Each could pay his fair part, calculated according to the length of the
property either in cash or the equivalent in labuar ti

One man alone: Two dollars and sixty cents
One man and his horse: Three dollars and sixty cents
One man, two horse and instruments Five dollars

The working day was set at 10 hours.

The road was rolled in winter. A team of horses would lpegivyt wooden roller in order to pack
the snow. People had to store provisions of all kinds, to cover two or three weeks during the ice
thaw. No road was usable and the citizens were cut off during that period. Isolation was fully felt.

Myr. Willie John Mapp with the snow roller
Photo furnished by Mr. Harold Linton
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1930

The great depression was on its way. Referring to the answers of a questionnaire made in
November, it showed that work was becoming scarce. It was used to draw a picture of the economic
situation of our municipality®

It has been extablished as follows:

104 | Proposed by councellor Homer Miron seconded by
conuncellor George Poulterd resolved after the coun
had been informed of the questionnaire bringing the
to our attention as follows

1) Is the unemployment in our municipality so seriou
it implies a request for assistance in accordance wi
act of assistant@ unemployed workers

Answer Yes

2) Population within the municipality
Answer 417

number of families 85

3) Give the approximate number of actual unemploys
workers: 135

a) Married supporting a family, 60
b) Not Married, 75

Fromthat moment, the authorities had requested a grant for carrying out work in the public interest
as a relief for unemployment. All salaries had been reduced even those of the road maintenance
personnel. At the work sites in 1910, the men earned neé&rlyet.68y, while in 1930 the pay had

been reduced by half. But the price of necessary supplies had not lowered.

18 Extract from the minutes of November, 1930

125¢ anniversaire de la fondation de la municipalité de Boilean 1882 - 2007 125th anniversary of the founding of municipality of Boilean
- 49 -



" Life was harder in those days on the work site. The daily pay had dropped to 0.508. However, a pair of pants cost
2.508, that meant a week of labour, the shoes which were rubber also cost 2.50 "

“Mother prepared us some small pancakes, without jam, for our school lunches. I was hungry, so around noon, 1 used
to go with my brother to see Mrs. Blais. When she saw us she used to ask: Are you hungry? We would answer
timiidly and she offered us apples. In the summer we used to pick strawberries that we sold to Mrs. Poulter.
Sometimes she would give us chocolate. We would sit down quietly to eat it. We didn’t want to do anything unpleasant

. . 20
in order to lose our precions bounty..."

“Our father was working at the camp and that brought 15.008 monthly. So, when we could get a small job we

would grab it to help, otherwise we could not make ends meet.””’

People had no choice of work, even in factatiese health and safety of the workers were of no
concern to the owners

"I had two brothers who died an hour and a half apart during the same night. They were working at the mine in St-
Remi. Ab! It was frightening. No pension. The wife remained alone. One of my brothers had eight children and the
other one had six. In this case no pension for the widow and no allowance for the children. Nothing! That’s the way

. 22
it was. .. manage as you can..

“It was very hard for our family. My father no longer had a job. We were living in a rental. We did not own land, so

no supply of meat and vegetables. However, there was much mutual help going on between neighhours "™’

It was difficult for all. Children had to go to school very often wearing only socks. ritethiaeyi
were carrying a second pair so that the wet ones could be dried under the wood stove. This
resembles a song witten by the Bolduc, in 1932.

Workless:

Will our representatives ever and their fine promises
That things are not really so bad

But let we tell you that in Canada

We see our brave Canadians

Their poor children dying of hunger

Going along the streets

One foot in a shoe, the other one bare

19 Extract from the sound recordingMy. Philibert Ouelette, 1985

20 Extract from a meeting with Mrs. Dora Mapp Tessier, 2007
21Extract from the sound recording by Mr. Ernest Molly, 1985
22Extract from the sound recording by Mr. Jean Baptiste Proulx, 1985
23 Extract from a meeting with Mrs. Molde Charron Desjardins, 2007
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Clothes were getting thread bare and the material used to make them was salvaged from any where
availble.

“Ab! Mother, I now understand why you suffer from diabetes, when_you were young your pants were made out of used

24
sugar bags "'

The vitality and joy of living showed our young people were not affected that much. We owe them
a municipal regulatigrassed on December 30 1931, stipulating that;
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In effect that winter, the children had slid down the Sugar Bush hill so much that no one could
climb it.

LS

t u

24 A joke that Mr. Yvon Proulx often told about his mother, 2007
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1940

With the imminent perspective of a war, several young people tiverengetied with the help of
the priest, the marriage race. There was also the influx of new unexperienced farmers and others
who had selected Ponsonby to hide.

In the winter the men were returning to the work sites which were located further aravayther

They often left in October to return only in the spring. The younger ones did all they could to help
their families. Debts were piling up at the general store. It could take up to six months before the
customers could start paying back.

" Boilean cannot became a large parish unless a new industry settles there. The resources of the lumber trade are

rapidly exhausting and the lumbermen move out often.” >’

" In the spring, my father would return from work by train. He hide his money in bis boots. As he reached the house
he used to tell us: Ab! My feet hurt so much, conld you help me remove my boots, so my brothers and I wonld pull bis
boots and all the money would fall on the floor. We were completely dazzeled "'

In the spring, with the birth ofi¢ calves the
people would start selling their cream to [the
cheese factory. The cheese was then sgnt tQ
Huberdeau where it was loaded on the tain
to be distributed to the main centres. In orfler
to keep the milk fresh almost all dwellifjgs
had a dairy. It as a small shed where a small
stream of water would go through, fillingl a |3
water basin. The milk cans were deposited in.

there to be kept cool by the running water,

Mother of Mrs. Clandette Ouellette her two danghters
And her son, photo furnished by Mrs. Claudette Ounellette

25 Extract from: The Ottawa Diocese 18448 by Hector Legros, priest and sister Paul Emile
26 Extract from a meeting with Mrs. Claudette Ouellette, 2007
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Several would go fruit picking: strawberries, raspberries, currents, bluebézseandpuld
cherries that were used for preparing jams. Garden vegetables were picked to be preserved. Even
cuts of meat were preservediuo jars.

In the fall, any extra chicken, pork or veal was prepared for the family or shipped by train to Ottawa
or Montreal to Canada Packers. The people did their own butchering and all the family participated.

The Saturday dances were rare, the priest at that time was very stern. Even one day he came to &
house and was shocked to come upon or small musieaihgaHe grabbed a guitar and crushed it
in front of everyone. Furthermore, he declared that place, a house of debauchery.

The war had been trying on people and somewhat of a fear had come over our fellow citizens and
our elected representatives hahewted in 1944 a resolution blocking all immigration.

w/x7 A L/&M M,Ay il Nm
) /gle’p/ Fhad P i P, 0y
, G i Bepateci sz

7%: a-ixj s ,4—&;—5—: = p/ 5,504;7 Wﬁ

Wba;&r:—; M e otireaf,

could listen to the radio but not to long at a time. The batterigls dfi .u
not last forever and you were not to miss theyro&ad woe on :
you if you didn’t go to the
listen to it.

There was also the reading of comics such as Tarzan, Charli

Chaplin and Abott & Costello, who were the heroes of the tim.
Small skits were also presebtetbcal people.

A4

" Tarzan Escapes "
A Métro-Goldmyn-Meyer Picture
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There were religious meetings like
the Corpus Christi, celebrated on the
same date every where across the
province. It was a very important
celebration and an excellent
occasion to meet new people. The
parishioners got together ineth
street. Together with the priest they
followed the procession up to a
temporary altar. The altar was
carefully prepared, for it was a great
honor for the owner of the house.

Temporary altar at
Mr. Philibert Ounellette

Schooling had become important. A few youngsters were sent to a boarding\Vsthohe

addition of a second floor to the school in Boileau, the pupils could from now on pursue their
studies to the"™8and ¢ grade. But that had also brought on the closing of the small country shools.
Transportation of the students was nowireduThe first school bus for the winter was some sort

of cart with a wooden compartment to shelter them and was pulled by a team of horses. Later on it
was some kind of small truck on tracks to do the work.

Electricity arrived in 1949. The dwellerBarisonby, had formed a small cooperative to facilitated

the requests to be connected. Each one was to pay 100.00$ and the government paid the other part.
In order for the line to be installed and to be extended further up the streets, a minimum of three
permanent residents were required within a mile.

"What was the first thing you bought when electricity was available 2 We went all the family to the store to buy a

washing machine."*’

ut

27 Extrad from a meeting with Mr. Etienne Maynard, 2007
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1950970

After the end of the war, most of the new farmers gatreeir land. Some of our young ones, tired

of their unending misery, fell in step and went to town in search of new challenges. It was hard to
do differently, when their forefathers, were drawn by the same energy to come and settle here nearly
a centuryalier.

“I had slaved away all winter long while my father and my brothers were working on the outside and all this to raise
12.008. So I went to work in town, wanting my efforts to be rewarded to their true value, I craved to live in a modern

environment. After my first two weeks on the job in town, 1 received my pay, 26.008." %

The last cheese factory, that of Brookdale, closed doors and that was a hard blow to the residents.
Later on, an outside cooperative bought the cream. But it was becomimgl mane alemanding,
regarding the piekp facilities. The regulations covering agricultural products had also become
stricter to follow their new standards. The farm equipment had to be modernized. But some
estimated that it wasn’'t worth the troubl e.

“I was handling meat and then the inspectors started to come around to inspect the meat. Then they wanted me to
build a slanghter bhouse, wanting me to do this, to do that. I became so fed up that finally 1 just told them to go jump

" 29

in a lake. Those people were mafking too much trounble, so after that I just dropped everything.

It was around 19610 that the largest lumbering sites such as the Seigneurie Club ended their
activities. After that there were no more ice trucks on lake Papineau to haul logs.

“Ob! Yes. The gnys who did the hauling had trouble obtaining trucks. They were afraid to go on. They stuck a truck

on the edge. 1 had made a way on the ice and there was no danger to get stuck there, but one got off and got stuck. We
had to get him off 1”7’

The sale of farmland started and most of the buyers were vacationers and with their arrival, small
shops started to pop up and were dispensing f

28 Extract from a meeting with Mr. Yvon Charron, 2007
29Extract from the sound recording by Mr. Philip Gagné, 1985
30 Extract from the sound recording by Mr. and Mrs. Omer Coursolle, 1985
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Such as milk, cream and butter and a few homemade commodities like bread and pastries. But that
was enough to ensure a prosperous future for each one. The schools and the small general stores
closed their doors one after the other and most of the farmers dropped the farm work.

ut

1993

Change of name of the municipality... The local community had Boileau for a post office (1881-1869) the name
coming from the patronymic of the first postmaster P.Boilean. Since the place remains better known under the name of
Boileau rather than Ponsonby which is limited to or strictly administrative use the municipal authorities, strongly
backed by the population, have obtained the change over from Ponsonby to Boilean during 1993.”

Since the year 2000, Boileau has known an increase of popularity with the vacationers. The
agricultural vocation has given way to @eatonal, touristy, vocation. The large centers such as
Tremblant and highway 50 are contributing factors to the change. Today the permanent residents
number about 500. The vacationers are as numerous. They come to Boileau to enjoy a peaceful
place to fuy enjoy nature at its best. Many temporary dwellers prepare their Boileau residence
presently in order to live there whenever they retire!

ut

31Information takerior the web site of La Toponymie du Québec

125¢ anniversaire de la fondation de la municipalité de Boilean 1882 - 2007 125th anniversary of the founding of municipality of Boilean
- 56 -



